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THE VINTAGE DRIVERS’ CLUB INC
Established 1958       Reg No. A0110905M          ABN 30 004 426 528 
‘Catering for those who own or appreciate Vintage Vehicles’ 

 

Clubrooms Address:    Club Mailing Address:  Web Site Address:                                                                               
Unit 8 / 41-49 Norcal Rd   PO Box 3414   www.vintagedriversclub.com.au 
Nunawading Vic 3131    Nunawading Vic 3131  Email: vdc@vdc.org.au  
Telephone: (03) 9874 7857 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________  

President: Glenda Chivers

 
Mobile 0431 709 248  

Email: president@vdc.org.au 
 

Committee: Stuart McCorkelle 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mobile 0423 939 053 

 

Committee: Kirk Gardiner 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mobile 0417 523 691  
Email: 

 

Vice President: Iain Ross 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mobile 0409 027 392  
Email: vicepresident@vdc.org.au   

 

 

Room Bookings

bookings@vdc.org.au

 

Committee: Doug Stevenson 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Events Co Ordinator  
Mobile 0419 319 977  

  

 
 

 

Licensed Club Nominee:

 

John Johnston

Magazine Editor
Iain Ross  

 

Email: secretary@vdc.org.au
  

 

Committee: Arnold Chivers 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Club Permits 
Mobile 0432 096 208  

Email: clubpermits@vdc.org.au  

 
Committee: Trevor Barby 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mobile 0422 740 310  
Email: 

 

Events Committee: 

 

Treasurer: Maureen Ross  
  
 

 
 
 

 

Mobile 0412 263 155  
Email: treasurer@vdc.org.au 

  

Secretary: Judy Weeks  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mobile 0419 506 387  

 

      

Committee: Richard Badham 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mobile 0423 979 014 
Email: 

 

 

Safety Check Officers 
The following Club Members are 
eligible to conduct Vehicle Safety 

and sign Vehicle Safety Reports: 
 

 
 

 

the service provider which will 
include an amount of $25, which is 
to be returned to the Club.

 

Stuart McCorkelle, Doug &amp; 
Edith Stevenson, Garry Jewell, 

Holly Schwind, Adam Francis and 
Doug Sterry.

Email: events@vdc.org.au  
 

Email:  membership@vdc.org.au

commi�ee1@vdc.org.au commi�ee2@vdc.org.au

Membership 

Email: editor@vdc.org.au   

 

John Rhodes 0400 118 309 
Brian Smith 0401 802 264
John Davis 0418 998 520
John Johnston 0417 354 998
Hein O�en 0418 390 538

Committee: Melissa Sterry 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mobile 0430 777 013  

Email: commi�ee3@vdc.org.au  

      

Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Vintage Drivers Club or its officers. 
Whilst all care has been taken, neither the club nor its officers accept responsibility for the accuracy of information printed 
and or the quality of any items or services advertised or mentioned in this publication. The editor reserves the right to edit 
contributions submitted for publication.

Annual General Meeting and Members Meeting 
Along with a Pie Night

Friday 25th October 2024
Enjoy a drink and a chat from 6.30pm 

Pies at 7pm followed by our AGM and Meeting starts at 8pm

BOOKING DOC’s 
DODGE

Simply complete the online 
booking form and then contact 

David Jenkins to confirm 
availability.

Email: dnpjenkins@yahoo.com
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Brenda Smith’s 1928 Ford Model A 
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CALENDAR 2024

Magazine Closing Date
Closing date for contributions for the Nov/Dec magazine is:

Tuesday 29th October 2024

Membership Enquiries 
New Membership Applications & 
all membership enquiries to Doug 

Stevenson Mob: 0419 319 977
Email: membership@vdc.org.au
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President: John Johnston 

 
Mobile 0417 354 998 
Tel.: (03) 9725 0912 

Email: president@vdc.org.au 
 

 

Committee: Stuart McCorkelle 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mobile 0423 939 053

 
 

Email: commi�ee3@vdc.org.au  
 

Committee: Kirk Gardiner  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mobile: 0417 523 691
Tel: (03) 9726 5804
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Vice President: Iain Ross  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mobile 0409 027 392 
Tel.: (03) 9890 0467 

Email: vicepresident@vdc.org.au  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Committee: Doug Stevenson

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Events Co Ordinator  
Mobile 0419 319 977 
Tel.: (03) 9333 6419 

Email: events@vdc.org.au  

Secretary : John Byrden  
  
 
 
 
 

 

Mobile 0423 780 537  
Email: secretary@vdc.org.au  

 

 

 

Committee: Arnold Chivers  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Club Permits 
Mobile 0431 709 248 
Tel.: (03) 9844 5432 

Email: clubpermits@vdc.org.au  
 

Committee: Trevor Barby  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mobile: 0422 740 310
Tel: (03) 9789 1118

 

Email:  

Treasurer: Maureen Ross  
  
 
 
 
 

 

Mobile 0412 263 155 
Tel.: (03) 9890 0467 

Email: treasurer@vdc.org.au 
    

 

 
Committee: Glenda Chivers  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Membership & Website 

Mobile 0431 709 248 
Tel.: (03) 9844 5432 

Email: membership@vdc.org.au  
 

Safety Check Officers 
The following Club Members are 
eligible to conduct Vehicle 

vehicles and sign Vehicle Safety 
Reports: 
Bill Eldridge   03 9798 8636  
John Rhodes 03 9798 8636 
John Davis    03 5422 3570 
Brian Smith   0401 802 264 

charged by the service provider 
which will include an amount of 
$25, which is to be returned to 
the Club. 

are to be sent to the Club Permits Officer,  Arnold Chivers 10 Beaufort Rise, Warrandyte Vic 3113. 
—1 SIGNED BY THE MEMBER 2.Cheque or money order made 

payable to VicRoads 3.Stamped envelope addressed to VicRoads.  OR  Stamped self addressed envelope if you want the signed form 
returned to yourself.  The Club Permits Officer will: Confirm the applicant’s membership, financial status and vehicle eligibility and will 
post all relevant documents in the envelope provided. NEW PERMIT APPLICATIONS are to be sent to the Club Permit Officer as above 
and include 1. 2. VicRoads Eligibility Form 3. Photos as per VicRoads requirements 4. For vehicles pre 1948, 

cate. 
s the 

 

Property Services: Phil Hazelman                    
Mob: 0433 971 499 
Licensed Club Nominee : John Johnston  

editor@vdc.org.au

website@vdc.org.au

commi�ee1@vdc.org.au

                                    Doug & Edith Stevenson, Garry 
Jewell, Gary & Kris Miles, Doreen Van Spanjen, Frank 
Braden, Stuart McCorkelle, Nick Horn & Bill Eldridge.  

New Members 
The following have recently joined our Club,  

Please make them very welcome

Kurt Piko   1929 Renault Monastella Boat Tail, 1926 Star Pegasus Boat Tail.	  

David & Gwen Chandler    1924 Chandler Ute.

Jennifer Drysdale

Kevin Stack - Rejoining Member

We hope you enjoy being members of our Club.

October	 20th	 Sunday		 Bay to Birdwood

	 25th	 Friday		  Members Meeting and AGM

November	  5th		 Tuesday	 Melbourne Cup Day Party

	 10th	 Sunday		 100 Years of Chrysler

	 16th-17th	 Sat-Sun	 Bendigo Swap Meet	

	 20th 	 Wednesday	 Mid-Week Run

	 22nd	 Friday		  Members Meeting	

	 24th	 Sunday		 Christmas & Presentation 	  

					     Luncheon

December	 1st		 Sunday		 Christmas Picnic & Party

	 8th		 Sunday		 VSCC Two Wheel Brake Rally  

					     (Two wheel brake cars only)

	 14th	 Saturday	 Christmas Coffee & Chat
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Welcome to the October edition of The Vintage Driver
This month we have reports on a number of events 
that provide something for everyone.

Those wanting to enjoy the great outdoors could 
have partaken of the Grand final weekend camping 
expedition, our competitive type members had the 
Rob Roy Hillclimb whilst our retirees always have 
midweek runs, this month a garage crawl to Jim 
Lambert’s new shed.

And for those looking for a little bit of club comadrie 
there is always the Saturday morning coffee and chat 
where you never know who is likely to turn up.
Add to this our great new initiative the B 40 rally 
catering for those of us forty years and younger and 
with a vehicle over 40 years old!

I believe our club is catering for many interests and 
should be applauded for its efforts.

Featuring our lady members' adventures in their 
vintage vehicles.  The history of last month’s mystery 
vehicle marque certainly was of interest to your editor, 
and I hope to our readers.

I thank those members who regularly send content 
for publication. There is always a requirement for 
more and as I have said so many times our members 
are very interesting and have great motoring 
stories to tell. So please do not hesitate to send me 
your accounts of your motoring adventures, your 
mechanical triumphs, or your disasters. We all love to 
read members self-written articles.

So please keep those articles coming in whether they 
be automotive related tales, technical tips, cars I have 
owned, my first car, etc all are very welcome. 

Words about an event you attended will be welcomed. 
If you are a newish member with a club car that you 
would like to see on the cover, please let me know! If 
you have a vehicle or parts to sell you are welcome to 
advertise them within these pages.

Enjoy the read
Iain R

From the Editors Desk

As my term as President comes to a close, I wonder 
where the last three years have gone. This time has 
been very satisfying, I have meet so many members 
of our club and members of many other clubs during 
this time. It has been a very rewarding time for me to 
work for a club I am so proud of.

The encouragement from our members on a regular 
basis has made the job a rewarding experience for 
the entire 3 years.

The club has continued to grow during this time, and 
the variety of cars is ever growing. The clubrooms 
have had a couple of upgrades, and we have 
welcomed the Riley club and the Model T club into 
our tenancy. Our events team have been busy with 
a variety of events to suit all members, and all have 
been very well attended. We still seem to be leading 
the way in a lot of areas. RACV have continued to 
support the club, which has resulted in us being able 
to support some country areas by holding our events 
there.

I extend my sincere gratitude to the dedicated 
members of our committee, our volunteers, and every 
member who contributed to the success of the club 
during my time, your passion, enthusiasm, and hard 
work are what make the Vintage Drivers Club such a 
special club.

I wish the incoming president and the new committee 
all the best for the coming year. I’m confident that the 
Vintage Drivers Club will continue to thrive and grow.

Sincerely 
Glenda Chivers 
Outgoing President of the Vintage Drivers Club

From the President
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Vale - Bernie Jacobson

We were recently notified of the passing of a former member Bernie Jacobson

Bernie was best known for his exploits with his beloved Lagonda Rapier. Which he rebuilt and had kept to the 
end, having covered just on 100,000 miles in it in his ownership. This distance having been travelled here and 
whilst away on Bernie and Helen’s frequent extended tours of England and mainland Europe. As well in earlier 
times Bernie campaigned the Rapier at historic race meetings very regularly.

Bernie was an inveterate restorer regularly converting piles of bits into attractively bodied specials. Bernie 
seemed to specialise in starting restoration projects from rare, or perhaps sometimes unwanted models. His 
work ethic and ability to complete restorations in short periods of time was widely admired throughout the 
movement. One of these was the restoration of a Dixie Flier a very rare American marque. It is believed that 
over time he owned around 50 vintage or classic vehicles. As well he was an active member of the VSCC 
serving on its committee.

Our condolences to his wife Helen.
 

 

 

 

 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The Annual General Meeting of The Vintage Drivers’ Club Inc Registered No. A0110905M will be 
held before the Members Monthly Meeting on Friday 25th October 2024 where the following 
business will be conducted. 

• To confirm the Minutes of the previous annual general meeting held on 22nd September 2023. 
• To receive and consider the Annual Reports of the Committee on the activities of the Club 

during the preceding financial year. 
• To receive and consider the Financial Statement of the Club as at 30th June 2024. 

NOTE: Details and Minutes of the 2023 AGM were printed in the October 2023 issue of  
“The Vintage Driver” magazine. 
 

The following nominations have been received for the Executive Committee of The Vintage 
Drivers Club Incorporated for 2024 / 2025. 
 

President  Richard Badham  Vice President Iain Ross  
Secretary  David Jenkins   Treasurer  Maureen Ross 
 
Nominations for Executive Committee Positions are: 
1. Trevor Barby   2. Arnold Chivers   3.  Glenda Chivers 
4.   Kirk Gardiner   5. Stuart McCorkelle  6.  Melissa Sterry  
7. Doug Stevenson  

 

Important Notice 

Our bank accounts have changed 
We have now changed our bank accounts from NAB to WESTPAC. 

So please next time you need to renew your membership or pay for 
an event don’t forget to update our account details 
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MINUTES OF THE VINTAGE DRIVERS CLUB MEETING

Held on Friday September 27th, 2024, at the clubrooms.
Meeting Chaired by: Vice President, Iain Ross.
Iain welcomed everyone for attending and those members 
on zoom.
ATTENDEES: There were fifty-two members in attendance, 
two visitors and nine attending by zoom.
APOLOGIES: Sharon and Chris Wells, Doug and Edith 
Stevenson, Stuart McCorkelle, Holly Sampson and Daniel 
Zampatti.
NEW MEMBERS PRESENT:  David and Gwen Chandler 
with their 1924 Chandler Ute and Jennifer Drysdale. A warm 
welcome to all our new members.
VISITORS: Nick and Tommy O’Mara with numerous 
Chevrolets and 1929 DA Dodge.
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: The previous minutes 
were accepted by George Cox, seconded by Clem Slater.  
Carried.
TREASURERS REPORT: Maureen Ross presented the 
following Treasurers Report –
The following figures are for the period of 13th August to 17th 
September 2024.
Our Operating expenses for this period was $8,187
Our expenses for the month were our normal Magazine 
costs and Clubroom expenses including cleaning, telephone 
etc. along with the replacement of all our smoke detectors 
and council rates.
Our income for the month was $8,899
This was mainly from Clubroom rental payments and late 
membership renewals.
NEW MEMBERS REPORT: Doug Stevenson was absent 
from this meeting, so the following report was given by Iain 
Ross.
Kurt Piko from Beechworth with a 1929 Renault Monastella 
Boat Tail and a 1926 Star Pegasus Boat Tail.
David and Gwen Chandler with a 1924 Chandler Ute.
Jennifer Drysdale.
A warm welcome to all our new members.

GEARBOX REPORT:  Garry Jewell presented the Gearbox 
report for the month with plenty of hand cleaner for sale. 
Garry also thanked those members who helped trying to find 
a supplier to get this at a wholesale price. Garry mentioned 
to members about new car badges that the Club is currently 
trying to organize as it is very hard to get badges made in 
a quality enamel and as we are starting to get close to the 
end of our supply, we need to decide what we are going to 
do. Sue Shulz was kind enough to source a company here 
in Melbourne who can make our badges in Vitreous Enamel. 
As there is a price increase from $40 each up to $75 each 
the Committee asked members for a show of hands which 
received resounding approval to purchase the badges at the 
new price.

EVENTS REPORT:
PAST EVENTS -
Mid-Week Run – 18TH September – Frank Braden spoke 
about the visit to Jim Lamberts property with a good turn out 
and wonderful weather.
Rob Roy Hill Climb – 22nd September – Peter Fleming 
spoke about the VSCC Rob Roy Hillclimb which by all 
accounts was a resounding success with huge improvements 
made to the actual site with approximately 75 cars in 
attendance of all makes with good catering on offer. 
Club Meeting 27th September – A great turn out at the Club 
Rooms considering that we had the Grand Final Camping 
Weekend on at the same time

Grand Final Camping Weekend 27th – 29th September 
– Daniel Zampatti organized for members to meet at a 
campground near Marysville. 

COMING EVENTS-
OCTOBER- B40 Rally- 4th October - Being held at Warragul. 
Entry forms are out.
Coffee & Chat- 12th October – At the Club rooms.
Mid-Week Run- 16th October – The Mad Hatters Garage. 
Organized by Frank Braden. 
Bay to Birdwood – 20th October
Club Meeting – 25th October – AGM and Members Meeting.
NOVEMBER- Cup Day Party – 5th November – Melbourne 
Cup Day Part held at the Club rooms.
100 Years of Chrysler – 10th November  
Bendigo Swap – 16th – 17th November  
Mid-Week Run – 20th November – Visit The Naked Racer 
followed by lunch at the Flight Deck Bar & Grill
Club Meeting 22nd November – Guest speaker Russell 
Stuckey to speak about tyres.
Christmas & Presentation Luncheon – 24th November - 
Chirnside Park.

PRESIDENTS REPORT: As Glenda Chivers was away there 
is no Presidents Report for the month.

GENERAL BUSINESS: 
Iain Ross spoke about an article he read in Unique Cars 
where the Editor mentioned that there doesn’t seem to be 
many old cars such as old Commodores or Fords on the 
road anymore.
Garry Jewell mentioned the morning tea for the Beam which 
was held at our Club rooms and onto the Fox Museum with a 
great turn out of 66 members attending.
CLUB COFFEE CAR UPDATE:  There was no update for the 
Coffee Car.

AOMC REPORT / MYSTERY CAR:
The mystery car for the month was a 1924 Opal. Rob Coney 
guessed this correctly.
There are several events coming up starting with a new 
event “Club and Trade Showcase” on October 26th which is 
being held in the Shannon’s building in Heatherton with trade 
suppliers and car clubs being on show. The annual Festival 
of Motoring which is to be held at Cruden Farm on January 
19th, 2025, with funds from the event going to a wonderful 
organization Red Kite which helps families with children 
going through Cancer. The British European Motoring Show 
will be held at Yarra Glen on February 16th, 2025, or there is 
the American Motoring Show now being held at Mornington 
Racecourse on February 23rd, 2025.

MAGAZINE:
Iain Ross spoke about the importance of our magazine and 
the contributions made by our members. If you have an 
interesting story or item/s for sale, please contact Iain.
CARS / PARTS FOR SALE OR WANTED:
John Johnson is looking for an AC Speedo to rebuild with the 
speed indicator 80 – 100.
ENTERTAINMENT FOR THE NIGHT:  There was no speaker 
for the evening.
RAFFLE:
The raffle was won by some new faces this month which is 
always great to see which was followed by supper.
The meeting closed at 8.45 pm 
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COMING EVENTS 
Doc’s Dodge – our club car is available for use by members to attend any of the events.  
Booking form on our website or contact club car manager – Dave Jenkins  0413 901 734 

 
Members 
Meeting 
Friday 25th 
October 
Includes our AGM & Pie night! 
Join us at the clubrooms for the AGM & meat 
pies on the house. Rooms open at 6:30pm, 
Pies at 7pm and meeting at 8pm. 
 
 
 
AOMC Club & Trade Showcase 
Saturday 26th October 
 

 
Organised by the Association of Motoring 
Clubs Inc, this inaugural Showcase will 
focus on automotive suppliers and traders 
that provide products and services to 
motoring enthusiasts. The event will be 
hosted by Shannon’s Insurance and 
promoted to the public through the 
Shannon’s Club. 

It is anticipated that the Showcase will 
include a selection of AOMC Member Clubs 
(one display car each) and up to 40 
automotive traders. 

 
Melbourne Cup Day Party 
Tuesday 5th November  

 

 
 
 
 

Cup Day will be at the clubrooms from 
midday.  Wear your racing attire and join in the 
fun of cup day.  This year we will be 
incorporating a rocker cover race as well, so 
get to work in your garage and build yourself a 
rocker cover race car.  Details for the rocker 
cover racers can be found in last month’s 
magazine. 
 
100 Years of Chrysler 
10th November 2024 
Details in last month’s magazine. 
Contact Frank Mercuri for further info.   
Phone: 0419 366 815   
Email: frankmer@bigpond.com 
  
Bendigo Swap Meet 
Sat 16th & Sun 17th November 
PRINCE of WALES SHOWGROUNDS, HOLMES 
ROAD, BENDIGO. 

Vintage Drivers Club members and friends are 
invited to meet at club site number 63, Bendigo swap 
map ref 6 H. You will be welcomed with a cuppa, 
bickie and a chair This can be your rest stop to pick 
up club information, chat with other members or use 
as a prearranged place to meet a member or friends. 
There will be a variety of historic motoring magazines 
for sale along with other motoring literature, technical 
books. VDC Caps, Lapel Badges, VDC club car 
badge, (members only). If you find that precious part 
for your collector vehicle that is heavy or large and 
your transport is parked outside, you can leave it at 
the site and pick up when leaving. Saturday drop offs 
to be picked up by 4pm. Sunday drop offs to be 
picked up by 12noon. 

Mobiles at VDC site, Garry Jewell, 0417 157 343. 
Doug Stevenson, 0419 319 977  
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Mid-Week Run Wed 20th Nov. 
“Spring has Sprung”...so get out and enjoy your 
Special Car. 
Starting at Wattle Park Golf Club 1012 Riversdale 
Rd Burwood 9 for 9:30am start. Tea & Coffee 
available at the kiosk. 
Drive to the NAKED RACER for a 10am visit 
followed by lunch at the Flight Deck Bar & Grill. 
Numbers are required for the museum and lunch 
booking so please contact Peter Fleming on Tel: 
9729 3440 or Mob: 0408 389 439 

 
 

Members Meeting 
Friday 22nd Nov. 
8pm at the clubrooms 
 

 

Family Christmas Picnic & Party 
Sunday 1st of December. 
Bring your kids & grandkids along to for a day 
at the Diamond Valley Miniature Railway. 
Address: Eltham Lower Park, 570 Main Road, 
Eltham.  (Look for the VDC signs to find a 
parking spot) 
Time: From 10am 
Bring: BYO picnic, clearly labelled presents for 
those that are bringing kids and grandkids for 
Santa to hand out. (There will be a designated 
car for present drop off) 
Please let us know you’re coming so we can 
allow adequate parking via email: 
events@vdc.org.au 

 

 

VSCC Two Wheel Brake Rally 
Sunday 8th Dec. 
Details to come.  Open to all VDC Two wheel 
braked cars.  If you don’t have one, get a ride 
with someone that does.  It’s always a great 
day. 
 
Christmas Coffee 
& Chat, Saturday 
14th Dec.  
Bring your Christmas 
cheer & decorate your 
car out for the final coffee & chat for the year. 
 
CLUB EVENTS FOR 2025. 
Your hardworking events committee is in the 
process of sorting out next years calendar & is 
always on the look out for new ideas.  If you 
have an idea, or if you’d like to see more of a 
particular style of event, please reach out to 
Stuart McCorkelle at events@vdc.org.au
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The Yarra Glen Swap Meet needs you!
 As you know, the Yarra Glen Swap is a huge fundraiser for the club. While I will be calling for volunteers for the swap 
meet itself as we get closer to it, right now the committee needs a few people to put their hands up to take on some of 
the tasks that need to happen before the event. We are looking for people who could:
-	 organise refreshments for the volunteers on the day
-	 organise hiring the of equipment (e.g. the electronic signs) 
-	 help promote the event through social media
-	 distribute flyers at related events in the lead up to the swap
Many hands make light work, so if you are willing and able to help with any of the above jobs, please get in contact me 
on AH 0412 055 258 or hollysamson24@gmail.com .
Thanking you!
Holly Samson

67th Kalorama Rally
Sunday 23rd March 2025
Kalorama Recreation Reserve, Mount Dandenong Tourist Road
Melbourne’s longest running vintage and historic car display established in 1956.
Next year’s event will feature Fabulous Flat Head Fords.
If you would like to join the rally organising committee, preferably living in the Dandenong 
Ranges please let us know.
Our event flier will be available shortly.
Note this event is a fund raiser for the local CFA brigade.
Enquiries Iain Ross 0409 027 392
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Past Event
Coffee and Chat Saturday 14th September

On a cold and wet Saturday morning, thirty-six members braved the weather to attend our regular coffee and 
chat. There were only four hearty souls that brought their vintage cars out on such a morning. Most of the story 
telling was done in the warmth of the clubrooms over a mug of coffee with a sweet treat or two.

If you have not attended our regular coffee and chats held on the second Saturday of each month from 10.00 
am onwards.  Come along!
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Past Event
Mid-Week Run - Garage Crawl to Jim Lambert’s 18th Sept

This was held at Jim Lamberts new home in Healesville to 
show his friends his new location and garage set up.
Kevin Stack came to pick me up from Springvale and we 
returned to his house at Kilsyth to meet up with Wayne 
Bromage who was in his HR Holden Sedan.
Kev took the driver’s seat, and we headed off.  The 
weather was beautiful, the traffic was light with most of it 
going to Melbourne.
Jim’s driveway is quite long, when we got to his garage and 
house, we found a big turnout of members with a variety 
of Vintage and Classic cars.  As time went on the driveway 
filled and overflowed to the front, from there more cars 
parked at the cemetery car park nearby.
Tea and coffee was on all day and the ladies had set up the 
table to chat while we all shared the cakes and goodies.  
A good mix of newer and older members.  Jim showed us 
the layout of the garage and his new hoist along with his 
Chrysler’s on display.  There were cars still there that the 
previous owner had yet to collect. This added to the interest 
of those that like performance V8s.

Kumari and the ladies had lunch ready, so the car buffs 
were directed to the kitchen dining room.
The effort put in to prepare the spread of food adds new 
meaning to “Sausage Sizzle” that had been advertised. 
The mild curry lamb, salads, rolls, bread and of course the 
sausages.  First in sat at the large table in the dining room, 
the next group sat out on the back deck entertainment area 
to chat and enjoy both food and weather.
After lunch a shuffle of cars took place with some that had 
been blocked in by the many that came after early arrivals.
Kevin still had to take me home, so we left, as we moved 
out of other cars way Lindsay followed us to Lilydale where 
we turned to Canterbury Rd.
A truly brilliant day. All who came had a good time.  
To Jim my personal thanks. To Kumari thanks for your 
warm smile and fantastic food.
To those who helped with catering and cleaning up also 
thank you. Thanks to Kevin for picking me up.

Frank Braden
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Past Event
Historic Rob Roy Hil l  Cl imb 22nd September

Promoted by the Vintage Sports Car Club, it was the first such event for some years with Motor Sport Australia 
relenting and allowing vehicles not fitted with safety belts to participate as a regularity run rather than timed competitive 
climbs.
It saw a number of our members taking part. Overall, the event seems to have been successful. The MG club has 
carried out extensive works on the track and its surrounds ensuring the future of this venue.
Photos courtesy of Robin Page.

Melissa Sterry in the grid, Line up of Club cars, Stuart McCorkelle in the Club car, Holly Samson, Melissa Sterry, Daniel 
Zampatti, Doug Sterry and the Club car on display
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Past Event
Extended Grand Final Camping Long WeekendExtended Grand Final Camping Long Weekend 

 
Daniel Zampatti selected the Anderson Mill Camping area just outside of Marysville as the location for our 
2024 Grand Final Camping Weekend. 
 
The location was perfect with family orientated campers filling the area, two long drop toilets that were 
clean and numerous fire pits positioned around the camping area. Other than those facilities we had to be 
self-sufficient with water, provisions and firewood. 
 

     
Wednesday 25th September 2024 – Wet drive up – Finally setup – Arnold’s long log  

 

The camping long weekend was extended by Glenda, Arnold, Sharyn and I arriving at Anderson Mill 
Camping area late afternoon on Wednesday 25th September to secure a good camping location. 
 
It rained a little whilst we drove through the Black Spur and cleared up when we arrived at the camping 
ground to setup the vans and awnings before sourcing firewood. 
 
Arnold found one hell of a log; we had no chainsaw hence after a battle royal the log finally was in position 
to be fed into the fire pit until someone arrived with a chainsaw. 
 
We then settled in around our so-called fire for a social session before all four of us retreated to our van 
where the diesel heater provided much-loved heat before going to bed. 
 
Thursday 26th September 2024 started with breakfast cooked on the campfire with a blue sky and cold 
breeze blowing through our camp site, during the day the sun came out but when it went behind the 
clouds it very quickly turned cold. 
 

         
Thursday 26th September 2024 – Smoking -Doug & Mellisa arriving – Stuart’s table & chair – Tree power point 

 

Doug, Mellisa and Stuart arrived at the campsite later in the day, Doug and Mellisa took no time setting up 
their tent and undercover kitchen whilst Stuart quickly got his dining chair out along with matching table 
before setting up his swag. 
 
Yes, a chainsaw, Doug cut up Arnold’s log that enabled us to have a decent fire. 
Doug & Mellisa ran fairy lights around the campsite and proceeded to fix a power point to a tree to run the 
lights, very impressive and set the scene for an enjoyable evening around a massive campfire with a drink 
or two. 
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Friday 27th September 2024 was an easy relaxing day with socialising along with picking up firewood with 
Doug & Mellisa’s Jeep and trailer from the local wood pickup location just out of the camping area. 
 

   
Thursday 26th September 2024 – Stuart’s table & chair – Possum’s Kitchen! 

 

   
Thursday 26th September 2024 – Arnold’s Rainbow Wood – Pretty Fairy Lights 

 

The possums had an enjoyable time overnight having their own party eating Doug & Mellisa’s food from 
the open-air kitchen. 
 
David Peck arrived and joined the camping group and in no time was settled in around the fire. 
 
Stuart’s side table was utilised as a meeting table to update Chris with the club Facebook Page followed by 
a Spirit of the Twenties meeting. 
 

Past Event
Extended Grand Final Camping Long Weekend
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Later that evening we all gathered around the campfire and tuned into the club’s general members meeting 
via Zoom. 
 
Saturday 28th September 2024 saw Stuart packed up with his dinning chair and table by 8.00am for the 
drive home so he could attend the AFL Grand Final. 
 
Doug and Mellisa took Arnold and Glenda in the Jeep for a remarkably interesting bush trip up tracks that 
were slippery, muddy, steep with many bog holes with one of them gobbling up the Jeep with muddy water 
lapping the sides and requiring a winch to get out. 
 

   
Saturday 28th September 2024 – There is always one! – Come one who is getting out? 

 

     
Saturday 28th September 2024 – Winch Time – Arnold About to Dive – Firewood Collection 

 

We drove to Buxton, Thornton, Eildon having lunch at Alexander and then returned to the campsite. 
Interestingly all the camping grounds we passed were totally full and buzzing with activity. 
 
On our return we found two additional members had arrived. 
 
Peter Grogan drove up his International Ute and Euan McDonald with his Jeep and camper trailer. 
 
Our scout master Doug certainly knew how to build and stoke a campfire, it became a focal point each 
evening along with the fairy lights. 
 

Past Event
Extended Grand Final Camping Long Weekend
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Saturday 28th September 2024 – Peter’s Ute – Doug & Mellisa Jeep – Euan’s Jeep – Peter, David & Euan 

 

Sunday 29th September 2024 was not looking to good with the weather radar indicating rain around 
11.00am, Peter, Euan and Doug and Mellisa packed up their camping gear early before the rain came 
through. 
 
Euan Doug and Mellisa left together whilst Peter left a bit later by himself. 
 
David Peck left sometime later. 
 

     
One large possum – Last night campfire – Sunday morning prior to packing up 

 

   
Sunday 29th September 2024 - Sunday morning packing up before the rain. 

 

All that remained was Arnold, Glenda; Sharyn and I who were staying another night hoping we would have 
a better run through the Black Spur on Monday. 
 
Sunday afternoon was a relaxing time with all four of us having a sleep whilst it rained, after few hours it 
cleared up but was very slippery under foot. 
 
Even without our scout master Doug we did manage to keep a good fire going another night with Arnold 
taking up the challenge. 
 

Past Event
Extended Grand Final Camping Long Weekend
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Sunday 29th September 2024 - Sunday evening 

This camping long weekend is the third in succession, once again it has been successful with ten members 
participating this year. 

We hope you have enjoyed this report of our Long Weekend Camping adventure and hopefully you may 
consider joining with us next year. 

Chris and Sharyn Wells 

Doc’s Dodge 
You may already own a superior vintage vehicle, but have you thought of comparing 
your treasure to Doc’s Dodge? 
Doc’s Dodge has been lovingly restored by an enthusiastic group of club members and is 
available for use by the membership, particularly at club endorsed events, but not 
limited to that. 
Booking is a relatively simple online process with availability confirmed by contacting 
myself, David Jenkins at <dnpjenkins@yahoo.com> There is a brief booking form to be 
completed, found on the club website and then you can be set to go. 
There are some simple conditions that we ask should be observed and after your 
experience of driving this masterpiece we would welcome your comments, favourable 
or otherwise. 
In conclusion I would encourage members to avail themselves of the opportunity of 
driving something different or maybe trying a vintage car for the first time. 

Sunday 29th September 2024 - Sunday evening 

This camping long weekend is the third in succession, once again it has been successful with ten members 
participating this year. 

We hope you have enjoyed this report of our Long Weekend Camping adventure and hopefully you may 
consider joining with us next year. 

Chris and Sharyn Wells 

Doc’s Dodge 
You may already own a superior vintage vehicle, but have you thought of comparing 
your treasure to Doc’s Dodge? 
Doc’s Dodge has been lovingly restored by an enthusiastic group of club members and is 
available for use by the membership, particularly at club endorsed events, but not 
limited to that. 
Booking is a relatively simple online process with availability confirmed by contacting 
myself, David Jenkins at <dnpjenkins@yahoo.com> There is a brief booking form to be 
completed, found on the club website and then you can be set to go. 
There are some simple conditions that we ask should be observed and after your 
experience of driving this masterpiece we would welcome your comments, favourable 
or otherwise. 
In conclusion I would encourage members to avail themselves of the opportunity of 
driving something different or maybe trying a vintage car for the first time. 

Past Event
Extended Grand Final Camping Long Weekend
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Members Car
Brenda Smith’s 1928 Ford Model A roadster

Brenda is one of the club’s intrepid lady enthusiasts who 
uses her club car as much as possible. This is her story.

Warren my late husband and I purchased the car in the 
early 1980’s, we actually had another one, but it wasn’t in 
great condition, so when Warren saw an advertisement 
in the Herald Sun newspaper one weekday while having 
his morning coffee at work, he was very keen to view the 
car. Off we went that afternoon and to his delight it was 
just what he wanted in much better condition than one 
we already had and mechanically sound, so we made 
the decision to purchase it. We did put a new hood on 
shortly after we purchased it. Then some years later 
Warren after much hunting around found a Ford B Model 

engine, he sent it to Edge Machining at Dookie to have 
it reconditioned and he then installed it into the car. We 
have rallied this extensively and enjoyed it very much 
often putting our three boys in the dicky seat for outings. 
My youngest two boys have driven it since on P Plates 
and also have had a lot of fun over the years. 

After Warren passed in 2020, I was undecided what to 
do but with encouragement from my family and friends I 
figured I’d get back out there and continue our interest.  I 
have done many rallies including The Spirit of the 20’s in 
2022 & 2024, 3500kms following the Darling river 2023, 
and in 2024 I did 6000 kms to Maryborough Qld via 
outback NSW and Qld.
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Dee Baxter’s adventures on the Golden Oldies Tour
August 25th to September 1st

Saturday 24th August. I set of by myself with a mixture of excitement and trepidation. The sun was shining, 
and the forecast was terrific. I skirted around the city via Hurstbridge and Whittlesea to Wallan, Romsey and 
Woodend. It was wonderful enjoying the fresh air, the lovely spring grass and crops, and clumps of bright 
yellow daffodils. When I stopped in Kyneton I discovered it was the daffodil festival. Unfortunately, before I 
arrived, I started running a little roughly so as I’m not a mechanic and I didn’t want to find myself stranded 
in the bush I opted for an RACV total care tow truck to finish my journey from Castlemaine to Maryborough.  
Thank you to Geoff Bartlett in Maryborough who discovered spark plugs 1 and 4 had sooted up. Amazing 
what new spark plugs can do.
Sunday 25th August. The tour began at Marong with a welcome lunch. Participants were given a number 
plate to identify them and their cars. 51 cars were expected. 2 unfortunately had to cancel and 2 others 
didn’t make it out of their garages but were substituted with different vehicles. Participants came from 
Queensland, NSW, SA, the Riverina, Gippsland, The Western District., etc to Bendigo and Maryborough 
independently in glorious sunshine on Saturday but for the start of the tour at Marong the weather was cold 
and threatening. However, we managed to miss the heavy rain which drowned Maryborough before we 
arrived there, and we heard that we missed golf 
ball sized hail in Bendigo after some had left 
there. 

 The first stop was Dunolly to visit the 
museum there which was great, then on to 
find accommodation in Maryborough.  Dinner 
was a wonderful meal and gathering at the 
Maryborough Highland Society. The Virgins 
on the tour (13 drivers who hadn’t been on a 
Golden Oldies Tour before - of which I was one) 
were introduced and presented with federation 
hats. Ellen Magilton had made some beautiful 
quilts and a bag to be raffled for charity.   
Hiccups for the day – one car went home on a 
tow truck, my car missed and sputtered and needed 2 new spark plugs, 2 cars ran out of petrol, and car 18 
broke a rim but was helped out by a local farmer.

Monday 26th August.  We set off through lovely green countryside to Clunes and to the Bottle Museum 
housed in a beautiful big old brick school building. I’ve never seen so many bottles!  (Over 6.000) When the 
school was decommissioned it was used, for over 45 years, as the Clunes Interknit Mill. The children at the 
current school a few blocks away wanted to see the cars so our route upon leaving Clunes was altered to 
pass the school where all of the children and teachers were lined up along the fence to wave at all the cars 
– fun for all of us.
On to Castlemaine for lunch. Some visited the Forest Creek Historic Gold Diggings, some passed by the 
ruins of a 22metre water wheel used to power the battery for the Garfield mine, and all arrived at the Harley 
City Collection Warehouse, a new purpose-built storage facility to house motor bikes collected by David 
Reidie, over a 40 year period. He ran the Harley Davidson dealership in Brunswick and continues to collect 
and restore bikes. There were many rare and interesting bikes like the Henderson and the 1929 Cleveland 
4-61 Toronto.
A pleasant drive to Maldon led us to the Maldon machinery Museum which houses an eclectic mix of 
objects, from dairy implements to a working steam engine driving many belts and machines. There is a 
printing office complete with type setting and printing machines, and an authentic old mine that disappears 
under the road - only the first few meters is open to the public.

A drive westward to Carisbrook brought us to the Maryborough Harness Club, a much bigger modern 
professional track than I was expecting. We had a lovely carvery dinner and much camaraderie. The raffle 
of quilts made from Nola Meates stash of material was won by Chris and Margaret and the bag was won by 
the barman. The drive home in the dark was fascinating. A long line of old cars with lights on like a winding 
snake twinkling in the darkness.   				    Hiccups – one broken starter motor!
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Dee Baxter’s adventures on the Golden Oldies Tour
August 25th to September 1st

Tuesday 27th August - Maryborough to Daylesford. A drive out to and around the Tullaroop Reservoir 
then a pleasant drive to Muckleford to the Mt Alexander Vintage Engine Club shed. They have a big club 
rooms and ample paddock space to host machinery shows. The members put on a generous BBQ lunch 
followed by yummy homemade slices.  We travelled on through Yapeen and Guilford to Shepherds Flat 
to Cricket Willow for a talk by Ian. Many ventured up the hill to the production shed others opting to stay 
inside out of the cold wind and enjoy a coffee. Some visited mineral springs on the way into our Daylesford 
accommodation. Daylesford Bowls Club was a nice warm venue for dinner. We were treated to a games 
night, table versus table. (& no cheating with phones!!!)        Hiccups – one broken axle and quite a few lost 
people!!

Wednesday August 28th. We met at lake Daylesford in the rain! It looked bleak! Surprisingly as we headed 
out of town the rain stopped. We headed out to Blampied and to Overwrought Garden Art. Fascinating! All 
manner of wall art and decorations inside – along with warmth and coffees. Outside was a delightful garden 
with outdoor rusty art garden sculptures scattered about. Some life-sized grass trees were tempting until I 
looked at the price tags. Gasp!   On to Glen Park to visit Graham & Jill Peterkin’s property. He has a wall of 
beautiful old shop fronts, and a collection of cars and memorabilia. I was fascinated by a beautiful camper 
trailer built from a car. Delicious lunch of fresh wraps, sandwiches and slices. The wind was so strong when 
we came out that we all found walking difficult. Two cars suffered torn hoods. We visited three more private 
properties and sheds on the circuit - Merv’s with its checkerboard floor and collection of pristine vehicles, 
Norm’s with cars and informative story boards, and Warren and Barbaras collections – and their lovely warm 
fire was a bonus. It was Warren’s birthday, and they were on the run with us, so opening up their home on 
their way was very generous. Heading towards home the last stop was the Daylesford Cidery – a great 
end to the drive for the day. Lovely gardens with camelias and daffodils. Inside it was cosy and warm with 
a blazing fire. There were big fresh scones with homemade jam and ample fresh cream- a real treat - with 
hot coffee and four little ciders to taste. The last tasting was a warm cider - different!   A bit like mulled wine 
with cinnamon and honey mixed in it.   Our evening meal was a relaxing chat at Royal Hotel Daylesford.                                  
Hiccups – one broken axle and two torn hoods.

Thursday 29th August. Shock! Horror! A pea souper fog to start out in. Five blocks from the motel to the 
station to meet up for the start and I got lost in the fog!!! It was so thick at the roundabout that I missed the 
right road. When I came to a T intersection, I knew I was in trouble! Retrace my steps to find the roundabout. 
Fortunately, there was a pair of 
yellowish headlights at the roundabout 
this time, so I was able to follow – 
however we then both overshot the 
entrance to the station and had to back 
track. It was the only time I really didn’t 
want to go on. We were due to move 
off at 10am and by then you could see 
a little way. Soon after the fog turned 
to mist which I normally would have 
disliked however it was much better 
than that fog! We travelled to Trentham 
to the station for a look and a thermos 
cuppa on the platform. The suggested 
walk was shelved due to the damp mist, and most of us decided to miss the Trentham Falls although I guess 
in the rain they would have been flowing well. The shops had plenty of us poking about looking and keeping 
warm. The coffee, pies and warmth in the bakery were yummy, and quite a few headed for the hotel to keep 
warm. After lunch the misty rain had gone, and we headed south to Greendale, Ballan and Mt Edgerton. We 
passed close by many wind turbines all turning in the wind. Although they look slow from a distance when 
you are close to them, the speed that the blades pass the ground is quite amazing. We travelled on to Mt 
Pleasant to the Gin Distillery where we had a tour and talk about distillation of gin. Back to city driving in 
Ballarat to locate Bell Tower Inn. It’s big enough for us all to be accommodated together.  Our evening meal 
was at Alfredton Sports Club with a talk by Norm Darwin on The History of Holden.    Hiccups – another 
spark plug for my Chev.
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Dee Baxter’s adventures on the Golden Oldies Tour
August 25th to September 1st

Friday 30th August   Pleasant weather this morning. We headed out towards Bungaree. The wind has 
dropped, and we can take in all the lovely spring blossoms coming out. There are clumps of bright daffodils 
in gardens and along roadways. We are welcomed by Ron and Heather Trigg at their property. Their garden 
has mature camelias and rhododendrons as well as 
daffodils and daphne. A quick chat in the shed with a 
wall of tractor seats – all different! And then we were 
invited to another shed. Oh boy! What an amazing array 
of collections in there. Everything including the kitchen 
sink. It was so well organized into collections - old 
telephones; Butter churns; old wood stoves; washing 
machines; iron pots; brass buggy kick plates; saws; 
pumps; gramophones; insulators etc etc. Heather has a 
room with china; Royalty memorabilia; crystal serviette 
rings, biscuit tins etc. And once again we are spoilt with 
coffee and wonderful homemade slices. And out in the 
garden the sun is shining.  Lovely driving today through 
the green countryside without the wind. We arrived in 
Gordon to visit Ye Olde Hat Shoppe. I’ve never seen so 

many hats. 
Quite a few of us arrived for lunch at the café sporting new hats, 
caps, beanies and berets. After lunch we split into two groups 
to visit two more collections. Keith’s collection of over 170 
motor bikes close to Kryal Castle and the other Andy’s mixed 
collection of tractors, stem vehicles and cars. I was fascinated 
by a working scale model of Henry Ford’s first vehicle. Andy 
also had a tractor with a “side car’ to take a passenger. I 
enjoyed testing it out having a little ride around the farm. I was 
surprised how smooth the ride was – not how I remember a 
tractor ride!   Friday evening was a free night, so I had a late 
afternoon cuppa with a Ballarat friend. Later David Peck, Pam 
Telford and I enjoyed a relaxing evening with some yummy 
nibbles, cheese and wine. 

Saturday 31st August. A short trip to the Ballarat tram museum beside lake Wendouree. The new building 
displays the trams ideally with plenty of room to view them. We were booked for a tram ride along the side of 
Lake Wendouree and were told we would be taking turns; however, the volunteers were pleased to have so 
many of us as it gave them the excuse to get out 3 trams. The ride along with the lake on one side and the 
Botanical Gardens on the other is lovely. We had a group photo taken with 
the tram. Next was a short drive to the Blue Bell pub for lunch or coffee. 
A free afternoon saw vintage cars in different places around Ballarat; Opp 
shops; Shopping centres: Eureka Centre; Art gallery; Bursons; parked by 
the lake with occupants walking around the lake; visiting friends. I took the 
opportunity to catch up with my sister-in-law. Then it was time for us all to 
find our glad rags for our final dinner. It’s great to see people dressing for 
the occasion even if it’ s just a scarf or headband to join in with the spirit. 
As is the custom there were some presentations. Geoff Bartlett and Helen 
Couch for favourite car – their 1926 Paige Brougham. Dress up prize 
winners Judy and Geoff; all round No 1 assistant John Davis; newsletter 
helpers Jaci, Pam, Janelle, David & Wayne; lady driver - my embarrassed 
self; Check In Kings Wayne and Trevor; and Signs and Tail end Charlies - 
The Meates family– Noel, Chris and Jon. I was fascinated to see later in the 
evening there was an auction of number plates. The auction raised $1690 
for charity so along with the quilt auction it was all to be donated to Peter 
Mac.
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Sunday 1st September. The first day of Spring and Father’s Day.   Breakfast together and farewells till 
another time.  The home run begins. Geoff and Helen kindly offered for me to follow them on our run home. 
We stopped for a coffee at a little place 
on the way, Lethbridge I think, and had a 
Father’s Day lunch in Geelong. Next stop 
was Queenscliff and onto the ferry across to 
Sorrento.  We parted ways on the peninsula, 
and I ran sweetly home arriving a little before 
dark. As I drove into my street my neighbours 
were walking their dogs and were more than 
happy to be a welcoming committee which 
was a terrific way to finish the tour. 

I’d like to thank Noel Meates, Chris and Jon 
for driving me with them to dinners in their 
luxurious 1938 SS Jaguar and also for their 
company. I’d like to thank Geoff Bartlett and 
David Peck for keeping an eye on me and 
helping to keep my Chev running smoothly, 
also to many other very helpful travellers. 
I met wonderful people on this great trip. If 
you have the opportunity to join in with a future Golden Oldies Tour, I recommend that you don’t miss the 
chance.
Dee Baxter

Dee Baxter’s adventures on the Golden Oldies Tour
August 25th to September 1st
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The venue for this swap day was the Members Car Park, Flemington Racecourse, Melbourne, and it was 
attended by vintage and classic cars, hot rods and modern cars and trucks. Some dealers were present 
including Peter Jackson of Sydney (mudguards, valances etc) and "Antique Tyres" (Ian Cartwright, 
Melbourne) with a tandem trailer load of tyres. The James Flood Charity Trust also displayed books.

The day was well under way when we arrived at 10.30 a.m. If you are new to the hobby and want to acquire 
parts etc. at a swap day, get there early. This one was all over by 3 p.m. As cars arrived with laden trailers, 
enthusiasts descended on them and some parts were acquired before being unloaded. Some of the items 
which proved most popular 
were only for swapping, much 
to the disappointment of 
those interested. Among the 
unusual items offered were 
taps and dies to suit left hand 
threads. One interesting sight 
was an immaculate and most 
fashionable dressed lady seen 
proudly clutching four dirty 
hubcaps, newly acquired. 

The auction proved to 
be disappointing in both 
the quality of the articles 
presented and the prices bid. 
People do not seem to be 
willing to pay a fair price for 
motors etc. One part of any 
motor is surely worth more 
than $3 which was all that was 
bid for some complete motors.
Perhaps this was not as well attended a swap day as last year at Woodend, which is difficult to understand 
considering its location and proximity to Melbourne.
Article from Restored Car in 1977.

From the Archives
In 1977 the Club held its annual swap day at Flemington racecourse
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From the Archives
In 1977 the Club held its annual swap day at Flemington racecourse
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This vehicle was correctly identified by Les Lee and Robert Coney reckons he deserves half points for thinking it was a 
Citroen.
Last month’s mystery vehicle was an Opel  4/12HP in production between 1924 and 1929
Adam Opel was the youngest of three sons of a locksmith he was born in 1837. As an apprentice mechanic he visited 
Paris where he was introduced to sewing machines. He soon had built his first sewing machine and in six years he had 
established a business producing quantities of sewing machines.  Bicycles were next on the list and soon expertise 
was developed and soon Opel was the largest producer of two wheel bicycles. Adam Opel died in 1895, and his 
company passed to the control of his widow and two elder sons. In Germany in 1897 hard times financially saw the 
bicycle trade collapse so something had to be done to keep the 1000 employees in work
Despite their parents foreboding the brothers 
had developed an interest in the motor carriages 
that were appearing in increasing numbers. 
Initially they seemed to be involved in vehicle 
construction using the “Lutzmann” designed 
vehicle. 
1899 saw the appearance of the first production 
models Initially a single cylinder engine by the 
end of the year a twin cylinder version was 
available. The Lutzman design did not lend itself 
to development, so its production ceased in 
1900. A visit to the 1900 Paris motor show saw 
the company acquire rights to sell Darracq as 
sole agents for Germany Austria and Hungary.
By 1902 a new model of Opel construction was 
announced. This new model featured a front 
mounted twin cylinder engine, water cooled, mechanically operated valves and later in the year a four cylinder 20/24 
horse power model was added to the range. The Darracq contract was dissolved at this time and Opel was established 
as a manufacturer.
The manufacturing plant at Russellheim, 
was destroyed by fire in 1911 after over 
a million sewing machines had been 
manufactured there.

 A new plant was constructed designed 
for the efficient manufacture of motor 
vehicles. The difficult financial conditions 
saw the need for the company to take 
action. A team of company engineers 
visited Detroit to study mass production 
techniques being used by American 
manufacturers so successfully. On their 
return the factory was equipped with 
conveyor belt production lines.

Early in 1924 the 4/12 HP our mystery 
vehicle was introduced Its 1016cc four 
cylinder engine featured magneto ignition, pressure lubrication and electric starting. Produced in all green the car 
became known as the tree frog. A dispute with Citroen ensued as the Opel was very similar to the Citroen 5CV. Arising 
from the dispute the Opel chassis was lengthened to enable it to be suitable for four seater bodies. The 100,000 Opel 
produced was a ”Green frog.” In 1925 a larger four cylinder vehicle was added to the range. A number of sixes were 
added to the range in 1929 as well a six litre straight eight appeared that year.

Last Month's Mystery Vehicle

1898 Lutzmann 4hp

1913 Puppchen 4/8hp 
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This Month’s Mystery Vehicle

This vehicle appears to have been for sale 
internationally for a long time! 
Can you identify it?

The first correct answer from
electronic and hard copy versions will
receive a small reward.
Contact: Iain Ross Mob: 0409 027 392
Email: imgross@bigpond.com

Last Month's Mystery Vehicle

In 1928 Opel’s labour force numbered 8000 producing around 250 vehicles per day.
Some 37 percent of Germanys vehicles in 1928 were Opel’s.

The lifting of protective tariffs against imported cars saw difficult market conditions for Opel and management 
commenced negotiations with General Motors, they gained eighty percent of the Opel holding company.
Opel was involved in motor racing from as early as 1902 and in 1928 produced a rocket powered racer.  The 
competitive spirit probably evolved from their early times as competitive cyclists.

Opel was never a really well know marque locally, but some made it out here.
Years ago, I recall a veteran Opel went missing somewhere in rural Victoria 
There appears to have never been a local dealer, but one or two must have made it out here.

The rocket powered RAK2 of 1928
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FOR SALE -
1926 Star 12/40 ‘Pegasus’ Sports
Part of Graeme Birkett’s collection of veteran and vintage Stars. 
2-seater boat-tail sports body, restored in the ‘90s. One of only 115 
built, 5 known surviving, 4-cyl OHV ‘LAR’ models, with 4-wheel 
brakes, Rudge Whitworth wire wheels. Asking $35k.  Located in 
Creswick.
Contact Colin Birkett 
on 0499 994 629

FOR SALE
Four 4.50 x 21 tyres and tubes. Tubes are 
good US made, tyres ideal for use during 
restoration.
Contact Alister Carpenter Mob: 0417 388 470

Classifieds
FOR SALE AND WANTED
The Vintage Drivers Club acts as a venue for sellers to list cars and parts and buyers to purchase cars and parts also to post wanted advertisements.  
Free advertising is offered for members and for non-members who may have vehicles or parts of interest to club members.  Wanted Advertisements 
are for members only.  Advertisements will run for three months after which they will only be continued only by agreement between the advertiser and 
the editor or web site coordinator.
The Vintage Drivers Club gives no undertaking or representations accepts no liability or responsibility and has no control regarding: (a) the accuracy 
or details in the advertisements; (b) the quality or safety of the items advertised; (c) the transactions between vendors and buyers.
Advertisements for private sale of registered vehicles must comply with the current Motor Traders Act and must contain the cash price of the vehicle, 
registration number, engine number and chassis or VIN number.  Club permit vehicles are considered to be unregistered.

WANTED
Amp meter, Light Switch, and a matching 
pair of head lamp lenses all to suite 1929 DA 
Dodge 6
Contact Rob, 0415 592 854

FOR SALE – CAR BOOKS
The Third James Flood Book of Early Motoring, Veteran & Vintage Cars
The History of Holden Since 1917, Chevrolet’s 1938 Shop Manual
A History of General Motors, Seventy Years of Buick by George H Dammann
History of the Motor Car – Peter Roberts, In Praise of Veteran & Vintage Cars in Australia
Classic Cars – The World’s Finest Designs, Sixty Years of Chevrolet by George H Dammann
Chevrolet The Coming of Age an Illustrated History of Chevrolet Passengers Cars 1911 – 1942
Australia’s Own The History of Holden – Shane Birney, Morris Major Elite Workshop Manual TP652
Ultimate History of Mercedes – Benz, Wheels in Victoria 1824 – 1984
Contact:  Pamela Black 0432 551 554

FOR SALE
DeSoto parts for a 28-30’ six.
Cluster Gear: 29236, 2132-2, 210016, C&J 
231-C
Crown Wheel: 28554, X699A, 47-10, 
C&J231-C
Pinion: 28616, X700A, 10-47, C&J 231-C
All the above are N.O.S.
Contact Rob, 0415 592 854

FOR SALE 
Ford Model A front brake 
backing plates.
Brand new never used
$300 the pair. 
Contact Iain 0409 027 392

WANTED
5.50 x 20 inch tyres
To be used to roll a chassis around the shed.
Call Adam 0412 550 442 or email 
adamlfrancis69@gmail.com

FOR SALE
1928 Chevrolet head gasket NOS  $60
1928/29 Pontiac hand books(3) plus original 
company  brochures and letter from company etc,   
$50 the lot.   Contact Ray 0417300713. 

WANTED
5.00 x 24 inch tyres and rims for 1921 Dodge rolling chassis while 
it is under restoration. Please call David on 0438 537 060 or email 
david52@internode.on.net.
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EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
Looking for a new home for this pair of English Swift 
Automobiles
1922 Swift Roadster
1928 Swift Tourer
Both vehicles were owned and lovingly cared for by the Late 
owner for over 50 Years.
and were regularly used on club runs and many state VCCA 
Rallies
Both sold new in Tasmania, it would be nice to keep the pair 
together.
The cars are complete and running, with early VC Rego
If anyone is interested, please call to discuss and or to arrange 
a time to come and inspect and perhaps make an offer on 
either both cars, or each car separately.
Both cars are in Southern Tasmania, close to the Hobart 
airport, Airport pick up for inspection, and delivery of the cars 
to Victoria can be easily arranged.
Please call  Geoff  0407 352 885

Please advise us if your advertised cars or parts are sold so we can remove them and free up space for 
other advertisers.   Email the editor on editor@vdc.org.au

FOR SALE 
1928 Chevrolet AB Tourer – Almost complete a restorer’s project. 
Unfortunately, I am unable to complete.  Included in Sale:
Engine and all running gear have been reconditioned, Brand new beehive 
Natrad NZ radiator  With restored aluminium surround.  Chassis and 
all parts attached have been powder coated black gloss. All new wood 
frame completed. Four wheels new Tasmanian oak spokes, new rear 
brake drums and brakes relined. Metal mudguards require panel beating, 
alternate fibre glass front and rear mudguards. Hood irons restored and 
powder coated. New hood bows made by Sovereign Hill Wheelwrights. 
Windscreen columns, new supports and glass. Chromed door handles, 
hub caps, steering hand throttle/spark and horn control, amp meter, oil 
meter, light switch and odometer. Refurbished wood steering wheel. 
Electrical wiring loom and lots of spares. A total of $19,546 has been expended on parts.  To be sold as one lot - $16,000. 
Offers considered. Further detail contact Rex 0408 303 129.

FOR SALE OR SWAP
4 Michelin Beaded Edge Rims 19"4 stud. SWAP FOR 2 Dunlop 
Well Based Rims 19" 4 Stud. 
Price Neg.
Jeff Turner. 03 9836 6250 or turner1929@hotmail.com

FOR SALE
1936 Austin Seven Ruby Sedan
In very good condition maroon duco from a deceased 
estate comes with spare parts and tools. Club permitted not 
transferable.
Price   $15,000  Enquiries John   0409 136 311 

FOR SALE
Pilot Air Compressor – compact air bag portable 
compressor.  Weighs just 21kg – oil free &amp; 
quiet – perfect for small, specialist compressed 
air requirements – includes an adjustable inbuilt 
pressure regulator 74.1L/min free air delivery: 63 
d(B)A noise level: 1.1kW 
motor In great working order 
– inspection welcome – spare 
parts are available from Pilot – 
asking price $250. 
Sue Schulz – 0412 776999 

FOR SALE
Side valve, spring compressor tool. In very good condition, made 
in USA.   Any interest contact Val. Bugeja Tel:  03 9744 3645 (will 
accept sensible offers)
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ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS HERE

For American– English—European Cars & Trucks 
We specialize in hard to get sizes with regular weekly 

consignments from overseas. 
63 Research-Warrandyte Rd, North Warrandyte Vic 3113 

Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm  Sat 8am - 1:30pm  
Phone: 03 9437 1155   

AH: Adrian 0479 041 942 Denis 0407 533 342 
              Email: oldcarbearings@bigpond.com 

AA Bearings & Oil Seal Service 

FOR PARTS & 
ACCESSORIES
TO KEEP YOUR 
AUSTIN 7
GOING

FOR PARTS & 
ACCESSORIES
TO KEEP YOUR 
AUSTIN 7
GOING

FOR PARTS & 
ACCESSORIES
TO KEEP YOUR 
AUSTIN 7
GOING

www.austinsevencentre.com
Mob: +61 417 532 412

Email: jenayne45@bigpond.com

www.austinsevencentre.com
Mob: +61 417 532 412

Email: jenayne45@bigpond.com

www.austinsevencentre.com
Mob: +61 417 532 412

Email: jenayne45@bigpond.com

92x55mm landscape

Original

58x30mm landscape

AUTOMOTIVE PAINTS

INDUSTRIAL COATINGS

PANEL BEATING SUPPLIES

See our website for
SPECIAL OFFERS

1/15 Neilson Court, Warragul VIC, 3820

info@ultimatefinish.com.au

Everything you need 
to get the Ultimate Finish!    

ultimatefinish.com.au
Call (03) 5623 3490

www.autosurplus.com.au
Unit 18, 114 Merrindale Drive, Croydon South VIC 3136

03 9873 3566
sales@autosurplus.com.au

ENGINE & DRIVELINE | BRAKE & CLUTCH
STEERING & SUSPENSION | ELECTRICAL & IGNITION

ALL THE PARTS YOU NEED
FOR YOUR

VETERAN, VINTAGE OR CLASSIC 
VEHICLE

V E T E R A N  |  V I N T A G E  |  C L A S S I C
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